
  
 

Agenda  
Monday, January 26, 2026, 6:30 PM 

 
Work Session, 6:00 PM 

Council Chambers Conference Room, City Hall, 114 North Broad Street, Salem, Virginia 24153 
Regular Session, 6:30 PM, City Hall, 114 North Broad Street, Salem, Virginia 24153 

WORK SESSION 

1. Call to Order 

2. New Business 

  A. Discussion Items 

   Public Safety Drone Program - Stephen G. Simon, Chief of Fire & EMS 

3. Adjournment 

REGULAR SESSION 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Bid Opening, Awards, Recognitions 

4. Consent Agenda 

 A. Citizen Comments 

  Comments from the public, limited to five minutes, on matters not already having a 
public hearing at the same meeting. 

 B. Minutes 

  Consider acceptance of the January 12, 2026, Work Session and Regular Meeting 
minutes. 

5. Old Business 

 A. Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 

  Consider adoption of ordinance on second reading for the request of Khalili LLC, 
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property owner, and Jay Patel or Assigns, contract purchaser, to rezone the property 
located at 1000 Electric Road (Tax Map #221-2-1) from RB Residential Business 
District to HBD Highway Business District to allow the installation of fuel tanks and a 
canopy for operation of a gasoline station (Approved on first reading at the January 
12, 2026, meeting.) 

6. New Business 

 A. Resolution 1517 - Opposing Virginia General Assembly HB 804 

  Consider adoption of Resolution 1517 opposing Virginia General Assembly House Bill 
804 and related legislation. 

 B. Salem Band Boosters 

  Consider request from the Salem Band Boosters for a donation ($715.05) equal to the 
amount of admissions tax paid in connection wit the annual Blue Ridge Regional High 
School Band Competition, held September 20, 2025, at the Salem Stadium. 

7. Closed Session 
 Hold a closed session in accordance with Section 2.2-3711 (A)(5) of the 1950 Code 

ofVirginia, as amended, for discussion concerning a prospective business or industry or the 
expansion of an existing business or industry where no previous announcement has been 
made of the business' or industry's interest in locating or expanding its facilities in the 
community. 

8. Adjournment 
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CITY COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

Monday, January 12, 2026 at 6:30 PM 
Work Session, 5:45 PM 

Council Chambers Conference Room, City Hall, 114 North Broad Street, Salem, 
Virginia 24153 

Regular Session, 6:30 PM, City Hall, 114 North Broad Street, Salem, Virginia 24153 

WORK SESSION 

1. Call to Order

A work session of the Council of the City of Salem, Virginia, was held in the Council 
Chambers Conference Room, City Hall, 114 N. Broad Street, Salem, Virginia, on 
January 12, 2026, at 5:45 p.m., there being present the following members of said 
Council to wit: Renée Ferris Turk, Mayor; Anne Marie Green, Vice-Mayor; Council 
members; Byron Randolph Foley,  H. Hunter Holliday, and John Saunders; with 
Renée Ferris Turk, Mayor, presiding; together with Chris Dorsey, City Manager; Rob 
Light, Assistant City Manager and Clerk of Council; Rosie Jordan, Director of Finance; 
Crystal Williams, Assistant to the City Manager; and Laura Lea Harris, Deputy Clerk of 
Council; and the following business was transacted; 

2. New Business

A. Discussion Items

Council Retreat Follow-Up Discussion

A discussion was facilitated by Mr. Dorsey, Mr. Light, and Mrs. Williams as follow-up 
to the Council Retreat which was held on September 29, 2025.  Council discussed the 
draft mission statement that was developed and concurred that they wished to make 
this their official mission statement.  The core values of Council were noted as well as 
strengths, challenges, and opportunities for the City of Salem.  Mr. Light 
acknowledged that a review of the Economic Development Strategic Plan was 
presented at the retreat by Tommy Miller, Director of Economic 
Development.  Discussion was held on collective Council goals.  Mayor Turk 
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requested an update from the Water Department at a future work session on the 
status of the City water and sewer projects.   

 

3. Adjournment 

There being no further business, Mayor Turk adjourned the meeting at 6:27 p.m. 
 

REGULAR SESSION 
 

1. Call to Order 

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Salem, Virginia, was called to order at 
6:30 p.m., there being present the following members to wit: Renée Ferris Turk, 
Mayor; Anne Marie Green, Vice-Mayor; Councilmembers: Byron Randolph Foley, 
Hunter Holliday, and John Saunders; with Renée Ferris Turk, Mayor, presiding 
together with Chris Dorsey, City Manager; Rob Light, Assistant City Manager and 
Clerk of Council; Rosie Jordan, Director of Finance; Mary Ellen Wines, Zoning 
Administrator; Mike Stevens, Director of Communications; and Jim Guynn, City 
Attorney. 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Bid Opening, Awards, Recognitions 

Mayor Turk asked Matthew Dade Hutchison and Deputy Drew Sturgill to come 
forward.  She noted that the City of Salem Sheriff's Office hired Matthew Dade 
Hutchison on January 4, 2026.  She shared that he came to Salem from the Western 
Virginia Regional Jail where he was employed for three and a half years as a 
jailor.  Mayor Turk added that Hutchison was a Salem High School graduate in 2020 
and that he resides in Salem.  Accompanying Hutchison this evening was Field 
Training Deputy Drew Sturgill.  Mayor Turk and Council welcomed Hutchison to the 
Salem Sheriff's Office family. 

 

4. Consent Agenda 
 

 A. Citizen Comments 

  Comments from the public, limited to five minutes, on matters not already 
having a public hearing at the same meeting. 

John Breen, 142 Bogey Lane, spoke in opposition to Senate Bill 97, which is currently 
awaiting action in the Senate Local Government Committee and has a corresponding 
bill already passed by the House.  He cited concerns that state-mandated housing 
growth requirements and related zoning and density changes could negatively affect 
neighborhood character, infrastructure, public safety, traffic, and property values. Mr. 
Breen questioned the local benefits of the required housing increase, expressed 
concern over potential state override of local land-use decisions, and requested that 
Council adopt a resolution opposing the bill and convey that position to state 
legislators. 
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Mayor Turk noted that this action was being considered by the state representatives 
and that City Council had no power over this potential action.  She emphasized that 
Council was asking the citizens to contact their state representatives with their 
concerns on this and that Council appreciated the support of the citizens in this. 

 

 B. Minutes 

  Consider acceptance of the December 11, 2025, Work Session and Regular 
Meeting minutes. 

The minutes were approved as written. 
 

5. Old Business 

There was no Old Business this evening. 
 

6. New Business 
 

 A. Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 

  Hold public hearing and consider adoption of ordinance on first reading for the 
request of Khalili LLC, property owner, and Jay Patel or Assigns, contract 
purchaser, to rezone the property located at 1000 Electric Road (Tax Map 
#221-2-1) from RB Residential Business District to HBD Highway Business 
District to allow the installation of fuel tanks and a canopy for operation of a 
gasoline station (Advertised in the December 25, 2025, and January 1, 2026, 
issues of The Salem Times-Register). (Planning Commission recommended 
approval.) 

Mayor Turk requested that Ms. Wines share information on this item for the benefit of 
the public.   
 
Ms. Wines shared that 1000 Electric Road is a 0.647-acre tract of land, which sits in 
the RB Residential Business District.  This was formerly a Speedway gas station and 
convenience store.  Residential Business does not allow for gasoline stations 
currently. When Speedway left in 2023, they removed the gas canopies and the gas 
tanks, which ultimately removed their grandfathering to allow a gas station at this 
location.  In order to have a gas station here, they are requesting to rezone the 
property to Highway Business District to allow for that use, as well as the convenience 
store. 
 
Mayor Turk opened the public hearing. 
 
Steve Drake, representing Wainwright & Co. Realtors, in Salem.  He noted that JFM 
Hotels, C Stores will renovate an existing gas station and convenience store site that 
has operated in this location since the 1980s. The project does not introduce a new 
use. The renovation represents more than $2 million in acquisition and improvement 
costs and is expected to create 14 full- and part-time jobs. Prepared food sales are 
projected at $500,000 in the first year, generating approximately $30,000 in tax 
revenue for the City. In addition, an estimated $700,000 in annual taxable sales from 

Page 5 of 31



 

 

general merchandise is expected, producing additional 1% local sales tax revenue, 
exclusive of fuel, tobacco, alcohol, lottery, and deli sales. 
 
Mayor Turk closed the public hearing. 
 
Hunter Holliday motioned to adopt the ordinance on first reading for the request of 
Khalili LLC, property owner, and Jay Patel or Assigns, contract purchaser, to rezone 
the property located at 1000 Electric Road (Tax Map #221-2-1) from RB Residential 
Business District to HBD Highway Business District to allow the installation of fuel 
tanks and a canopy for operation of a gasoline station.  Randy Foley seconded the 
motion. 
 
Ayes: John Saunders, Hunter Holliday, Randy Foley, Anne Marie Green, Renée Turk 
Nays: None 
Abstaining: None 

 

 B. Amendment to the City Code 

  Hold a public hearing and consider adoption of ordinance on first reading 
amending Chapter 66 Signs of the CODE OF THE CITY OF SALEM, 
VIRGINIA (Advertised in the December 25, 2025, and January 1, 2026, 
editions of The Salem Times-Register).  (Planning Commission recommended 
approval.)  
Recommend holding the public hearing and continuing first reading of 
the ordinance to the February 9, 2026, meeting. 

Mayor Turk asked Ms. Wines to provide background information on this item. 
 
Ms. Wines noted that staff had concerns regarding the increased use of strip, string, 
and accent lighting throughout the City and the potential impact on the character and 
brightness of key corridors, including West Main Street and downtown areas. She 
expressed that while accent lighting can enhance buildings, widespread and 
unregulated use could detract from corridor aesthetics. Staff initially proposed 
amendments to restrict certain types of lighting in specific districts; however, further 
discussion indicated the issue is more complex than a single regulatory change. Staff  
recommends taking additional time to study the matter and to provide opportunities for 
input before moving forward with any proposed regulations.  Staff requested that 
Council continue the first reading of the ordinance. 
 
Mayor Turk opened the public hearing. 
 
No one came forward to speak. 
 
Mayor Turk closed the public hearing. 
 
Randy Foley motioned to continue the first reading of the ordinance to the February 9, 
2026, meeting. Hunter Holliday seconded the motion. 
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Ayes: John Saunders, Hunter Holliday, Randy Foley, Anne Marie Green, Renée Turk 
Nays: None 
Abstaining: None 
 
Mayor Turk noted that the public hearing had been held this evening and requested 
that citizens send any comments, concerns, or feedback to Council or Community 
Development.  She reiterated that there would not be a second public hearing. 

 

 C. Resolution 1516 -Constitutional Officer Salary Supplement 

  Consider adoption of Resolution 1516 approving a 5% salary supplement for 
those individuals duly sworn as Constitutional Officers effective January 1, 
2026, in the City of Salem not already receiving a 5% Virginia Retirement 
System (VRS) supplement from the City which is required for others per the 
Virginia General Assembly, Chapter 822, 2012 Acts of Assembly. 

City Manager Dorsey noted that this item related to the provisions of Act 822 of the 
2012 General Assembly, which addressed retirement contributions for constitutional 
officers. Under the Act, constitutional officers employed in a constitutional office as of 
June 30, 2012, were eligible to receive a 5% retirement supplement to offset changes 
requiring employees to pay their own Virginia Retirement System (VRS) contributions. 
Due to ambiguity regarding the status of certain local constitutional officers at that 
time, staff was requesting that Council consider a one-time action to apply the 5% 
supplement to all constitutional officers sworn in effective January 1, 2026, in order to 
ensure fairness and consistency. This action was noted as a one-time adjustment and 
not a change to ongoing policy. 
 
Randy Foley motioned to adopt Resolution 1516 approving a 5% salary supplement 
for those individuals duly sworn as Constitutional Officers effective January 1, 2026, in 
the City of Salem not already receiving a 5% Virginia Retirement System (VRS) 
supplement from the City which is required for others per the Virginia General 
Assembly, Chapter 822, 2012 Acts of Assembly. Anne Marie Green seconded the 
motion. 
 
Ayes: John Saunders, Hunter Holliday, Randy Foley, Anne Marie Green, Renée Turk 
Nays: None 
Abstaining: None 

 

 D. Boards and Commissions 

  Consider appointments to various boards and commissions. 

Randy Foley motioned to reappoint Steve Poff for a five-year term ending January 1, 
2031, to the Board of Appeals (USBC Building Code);  to appoint Chris Roberts, upon 
CPMT approval, as an additional alternate for the Court Services Unit to the 
Community Policy Management Team; and  to reappoint Tommy Miller as a full 
member for a four-year term ending February 3,  2030, and Crystal Willimas as an 
alternate for a four-year term ending February 3, 2030, to the Western Virginia 
Regional Industrial Facility Authority. Anne Marie Green seconded the motion. 
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Ayes: John Saunders, Hunter Holliday, Randy Foley, Anne Marie Green, Renée Turk 
Nays: None 
Abstaining: None 

 

7. Adjournment 

Mayor Turk noted informational postings found on the City website for the benefit of 
the public and encouraged them to utilize this resource. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:52 p.m. 

 

   

  Submitted by:                                                             Approved by: 
 
                                                       
 

H. Robert Light                                                          Renée Ferris Turk 
Clerk of Council                                                         Mayor 
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 Item #: 5.A. 
 
 

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SALEM, 
VIRGINIA HELD AT CITY HALL 

 
 

MEETING DATE: January 26, 2026 
 

AGENDA ITEM: Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 
Consider adoption of ordinance on second reading for the 
request of Khalili LLC, property owner, and Jay Patel or 
Assigns, contract purchaser, to rezone the property located 
at 1000 Electric Road (Tax Map #221-2-1) from RB 
Residential Business District to HBD Highway Business 
District to allow the installation of fuel tanks and a canopy for 
operation of a gasoline station (Approved on first reading at 
the January 12, 2026, meeting.) 

 
SUBMITTED BY: Mary Ellen Wines, Planning & Zoning Administrator 

 
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION: 
Zoning:  RB Residential Business District 
Land Use Plan Designation:  Commercial 
Existing Use:  Vacant 
Proposed Use:  Gasoline Station 
 
The subject property (1000 Electric Road) consists of an approximately 0.647-acre 
tract of land which currently sits within the RB Residential Business District zoning 
designation.  The property formerly housed a Speedway gasoline station, but the fuel 
tanks and corresponding canopy were removed after its closure in late 2023.  Because 
a gasoline station is not a permitted use in the RB Residential Business District, the 
removal of fuel tanks and the canopy also removed the legal nonconforming status of 
that particular use. 
  
The applicant is requesting a rezoning of the property from RB Residential Business 
District to HBD Highway Business District in order to reinstall fuel tanks and a canopy 
for the operation of a gasoline station, a use permitted by right in the latter zoning 
classification.  If the property is successfully rezoned, an engineered site plan may be 
required in order to verify that the appropriate amount of parking and landscaping is 
provided on-site.  
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FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends  consideration of the ordinance on second reading.  

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1.   1000 Electric Road rezoning application 
2.   Neighbor notification map 
3.   December 10 2025 PC Minutes 
4.   Council meeting owner notification letter - 1000 Electric Road T.M.221-2-1 
5.   Legal Ad 12.25 
6.   Legal Ad 1.1.26 
7.   Rezoning Ordinance 1000 Electric Road T.M.221-2-1 
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Application Data for Application Number: Z25-30089
Application Type Zoning

Application Sub-Type Rezone

Applicant Circle K

Location 1000 electric rd

Applicant Address 1000 Electric rd  Property Owner

Salem,VA,24153 Owner Address   

Tax Parcel ,

Section Question Answer
Details and 
Scope of Work

Please provide a detailed description of the work 
associated with this application.

We will install new canopy and tank new landscaping 
which they did remove in 2023 /2024 rest of will 
remain same as it just sign will change 

Existing 
Structure Info

Year Built
Property Description
Number of Stories
Number of Rooms
Number of Bedrooms
Number of Bathrooms
Type of Roof
Type of Exterior
Type of Basement
Finished Square footage of Primary Building

Parcel 
Information

Lot Size Acres
Lot Size SQFT
Zoning Classification
Legal Description
PID

Rezoning 
Details

Please advise current Zoning type RB - Residential Business District
Please advise desired future Zoning type HBD - Highway Business District
Please advise current use Close gas stations 
Please describe in detail the proposed use of the 
property

We would like to open this as new Circle K 
Install new canopy and Tank

Please advise designation from the Future Land 
Use map

Commercial

Are there proffers associated with this rezoning 
application?

Yes

Application Information
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Rezoning 
Details

Is the building or parcel in a district currently 
designated as historic

No

If yes, describe the proposed measures for 
meeting the standards of the Department of 
Historic Resources
Is the subject property located within the 
Floodplain District?

No

If yes, describe the proposed measures for 
meeting the standards of the Floodplain 
Ordinance
Have you provided a conceptual plan of the 
proposed development, including general lot 
configurations and road locations?

Yes

Are the proposed lot sizes compatible with 
existing parcel sizes in the area?

Yes

If this is for a commercial rezoning, please 
answer the following questions

No Data

No Data
What provisions will be made to ensure safe and 
adequate access to the subject property?

This franchise gas station will open 24 hours with 
safe environment 

How will the traffic impact of this development 
be addressed?

Traffic will remain same and it’s on traffic lights 
section so it will maintain 

Describe why the proposed use is desirable and 
appropriate for the area. What measure will be 
taken to assure that the proposed use will not 
have a negative impact on the surrounding 
vicinity?

This was nice running gas station as Wilco now
It’s close location we would like to open as Circle K 
so it will have no negative impact, yes it will be 
positive impact 

What type of signage is proposed for the site? Same as when it was Speedy gas station 
Have architectural/building elevations been 
submitted with this application?

No

Page 12 of 31



City of Salem, VA

www.actDataScout.com

Date Created:
Created By:

via DataScout OneMap®

This map should be used for reference purposes only and should not be considered a legal document.  While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this product, the publisher accepts no 
responsibility for any errors or omissions nor for any loss or damage alleged to be suffered by anyone as a result of the publication of this map and the notations on it, or as a result of the use or misuse of the 
information provided herein.

anonymous
11/24/2025 1 inch = 303 feetAbutters for 1000 Electric Rd
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Acres: 40.32
Legal: TRACT B  40.32 AC G E DRIVES & CONTROLS INC RESUBD
Address:  1501 ROANOKE BLVD 24153 - 750 ELECTRIC RD 24153

RPID: 3767

1) PHOENIX SALEM INDUSTRIAL INVESTORS LLC

Parcel: 189-2-1

Acres: 1.022
Legal: PT LT 37 SEC 2 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1003 ELECTRIC RD 24153

RPID: 5008

2) WHITE-419 LLC

Parcel: 221-1-3

Acres: 6.384
Legal: LT B-2  6.384 AC RESUBD FOR NEW CENTURY DEVELOPMENT CO LLC
Address:  1025 ELECTRIC RD 24153 - 1027 ELECTRIC RD 24153 - 1151 ELECTRIC RD 24153 - 1

RPID: 5009

3) FEEDING AMERICA SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA

Parcel: 221-1-4

Acres: 0.647
Legal: LT 18 SEC 2 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1000 ELECTRIC RD 24153

RPID: 5014

4) KHALILI LLC

Parcel: 221-2-1

Acres: 0.926
Legal: 40325 SQ FT ELECTRIC RD & CAMPBELL ST
Address: 1100 ELECTRIC RD BLK 24153

RPID: 5016

5) NOLEN PROPERTIES 1100 ELECTRIC ROAD LLC

Parcel: 221-2-11

Acres: 0.459
Legal: LT 17 SEC 2 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1015 HIGHLAND RD 24153

RPID: 5017

6) FIREBAUGH LORI T

Parcel: 221-2-2

Acres: 0.459
Legal: LT 16 SEC 2 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1023 HIGHLAND RD 24153

RPID: 5018

7) NOLEN PROPERTIES 1023 & 1037 HIGHLAND LLC

Parcel: 221-2-3

Acres: 0.459
Legal: LT 15 SEC 2 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1033 HIGHLAND RD 24153

RPID: 5019

8) NOLEN, REBA S

Parcel: 221-2-4

Acres: 0.459
Legal: LT 14 SEC 2 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1037 HIGHLAND RD 24153

RPID: 5020

9) NOLEN PROPERTIES 1023 & 1037 HIGHLAND LLC

Parcel: 221-2-5

Acres: 0.543
Legal: LT 8 SEC 1 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1036 HIGHLAND RD 24153

RPID: 5034

10) TILLEY, KENNETH ROLAND

Parcel: 221-3-5

Date Created:
Created By: anonymous

11/24/2025
via DataScout OneMap®
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Acres: 0.36
Legal: S PT LT 9 SEC 1 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1026 HIGHLAND RD 24153

RPID: 5035

11) TILLEY, RUSSELL GLENN

Parcel: 221-3-6

Acres: 0.355
Legal: N PT LT 9 SEC 1 REV MAP FAIRFIELD
Address: 1022 HIGHLAND RD 24153

RPID: 5036

12) RAINES, TINA HORN

Parcel: 221-3-7

Acres: 6.309
Legal: 6.309 AC VAC & COMB PLAT FOR JUDAH LAND LLC
Address: 1506 ROANOKE BLVD 24153

RPID: 5037

13) JUDAH LAND LLC

Parcel: 221-3-8

Date Created:
Created By: anonymous

11/24/2025
via DataScout OneMap®
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at 6:30 PM 
Work Session, 5:30 PM, Council Chambers Conference Room, City Hall,  

114 North Broad Street, Salem, Virginia 24153 
Regular Session, 6:30 PM, City Hall, 114 North Broad Street, Salem, Virginia 24153 

 
WORK SESSION 

 
1. Call to Order 
 

A work session meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Salem, Virginia, was 
held in the Council Chambers Conference Room, City Hall, 114 North Broad Street, at 
5:30 p.m., on Wednesday, December 10, 2025, there being present the following members 
of said Commission, to wit: Denise P. King,  Jackson Beamer, Mark Henrickson, and 
Nathan Routt, constituting a legal quorum, with Chair King, presiding; together with 
Christopher Dorsey, City Manager and Executive Secretary ex officio member of said 
Commission, Charles E. Van Allman Jr., Director of Community Development; Mary 
Ellen Wines, Planning & Zoning Administrator, Maxwell S. Dillon, Planner, and Haskell 
C. Brown, III, on behalf of Jim Guynn, City Attorney, Reid Garst was absent;  and the 
following business was transacted: 

 
Chair Denise King reported that this date, place, and time had been set in order for the 
Commission to hold a work session.  The work session meeting was called to order at 5:30 
p.m. 
 
A discussion was held on the following items: 

 
2. New Business 

 
A. Items for the December agenda 

 
1. 1000 Electric Road Rezoning 
2. Amendment to the City Code 
3. Amendment to the PC bylaws regarding Designated Agents 

 
B. Items from the January agenda 
 

1. 101 Electric Road rezoning 
 
 

3. Adjournment 
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Chair King adjourned at 6:13 p.m. 

 
 

REGULAR SESSION 

 
 
1. Call to Order 
 

A regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Salem, Virginia, was held in 
the Council Chambers, City Hall, 114 North Broad Street, at 6:30 p.m., on Wednesday, 
December 10, 2025, there being present the following members of said Commission, to 
wit: Denise P. King,, Jackson Beamer, Mark Henrickson, and Nathan Routt, constituting a 
legal quorum, with Chair King, presiding; together with Christopher Dorsey, City Manager 
and Executive Secretary ex officio member of said Commission, Charles E. Van Allman 
Jr., Director of Community Development; Mary Ellen Wines, Planning & Zoning 
Administrator, Maxwell S. Dillon, Planner, and Haskell C. Brown, III, on behalf of Jim 
Guynn, City Attorney, Reid Garst was absent, and the following business was transacted: 

 
Chair King called the December meeting of the City of Salem Planning Commission to order at 
6:30 p.m.  Reporting that this date, place, and time had been set in order for the Commission to 
hold a public meeting.  
 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

B. Roll call 
 

Mr. Routt - Here 
Mr. Henrickson - Here 
Mr. Beamer - Here 
Mr. Garst - Absent 
Chair King – Here 
 

2. Consent Agenda 
 

A. Minutes 
 

Chair King asked if there were any questions or comments from the Commission.  Hearing none, 
Chair King accepted the minutes as presented. 
 
3. New Business 
 

A. Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance 
 

Hold a public hearing to consider the request of Khalili LLC, property owner, and 
Jay Patel or Assigns, contract purchaser, to rezone the property located at 1000 
Electric Road (Tax Map # 221-2-1) from RB Residential Business District to HBD 
Highway Business District to allow the installation of fuel tanks and a canopy for 
operation of a gasoline station. 
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Proper legal notice has been given and all adjoining property owners have been notified of said 
hearing. 
 
Chair King invited the applicant to come forward to present information regarding the request 
and asked that all speakers state their name and address for the record. 
 
Jay Patel, 216 Minnie Bell Lane, Vinton, Virginia 24179, introduced himself and stated that he 
intended to open a Circle K convenience store at the subject property. He referenced his prior 
experience developing and operating a Circle K Travel Plaza at Exit 109 off Interstate 81 in 
Radford, noting his involvement in demolition, environmental cleanup, and redevelopment of 
that site. Mr. Patel stated that the Electric Road property is currently vacant and that Circle K has 
approved the location. He further explained that the interior of the store would be fully 
remodeled. 
 
Chair King clarified that although the site previously operated as a gas station, it had since been 
rezoned and grandfathered; therefore, rezoning was required to reinstate the use. Mr. Patel 
acknowledged this clarification and asked whether the Planning Commission had any questions. 
 
Chair King asked if there were any questions from the Commission. Hearing none, she opened 
the public hearing at 6:34 p.m. and invited public comment. No members of the public came 
forward, and the public hearing was closed at 6:34 p.m. 
 
On motion made by Mr. Henrickson, seconded by Mr. Beamer and duly carried, the Commission 
recommended to approve the rezoning from RB Residential Business District to HBD Highway 
Business District.  
 
Roll call vote: 
 

Mr. Routt - Aye 
Mr. Henrickson - Aye 
Mr. Beamer - Aye 
Mr. Garst - Absent 
Chair King - Aye 

 
Chair King announced that the motion carried. She stated that the Planning Commission serves 
as a recommending and research body to City Council and that the request would be forwarded 
with a recommendation for approval. The applicant would be notified once the item was placed 
on the City Council agenda. 
 
Mr. Patel inquired about the City Council hearing date, noting that he may be out of the country 
and asked whether an agent could appear on his behalf. Commission members confirmed that 
representation by an agent would be acceptable. Mr. Beamer asked about the anticipated opening 
timeline, and Mr. Patel estimated approximately eight months to allow for remodeling. Mr. Patel 
also stated that the Circle K would create approximately 15–20 jobs due to 24-hour operations. 
 
Chair King reiterated that the request would proceed to City Council and that the applicant would 
be notified accordingly. 
 

B. Amendment to the City Code 
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Hold a public hearing to consider amending Chapter 66, Article I, in 
General, Section 66-11, Application of chapter to certain types of signs, 
Article IV, Permitted signs by use and district, Sections 66-105, Permitted 
signs and 66-107 Prohibited signs, and Article V, Definitions, Section 66-
151 Definitions, of the CODE OF THE CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA 
pertaining to signs. 

 
Proper legal notice has been given and all adjoining property owners have been notified of said 
hearing. 
 
Mary Ellen Wines, 21 S. Bruffey Street, addressed the Commission and explained that the sign 
ordinance is a living document that requires updates to reflect changes in business practices. She 
noted the increased use of strip lighting, strand lighting, tube lighting, and bistro-style lighting 
throughout the city.  Ms. Wines stated that downtown streetscape improvements include 
overhead lighting intended to preserve the unique character of the area, and therefore strip 
lighting should be prohibited in the downtown area. The proposed amendments would define 
strip lighting as white or clear lights only and permit their use exclusively in the HBD Highway 
Business District and BCD Business Commerce District. Multicolored string lights would be 
classified as holiday decorations and permitted only between November 15 and January 15.  Ms. 
Wines further explained that strip lighting would not include residential easements as defined in 
the ordinance, ensuring that residential decorative lighting would not be in violation. All lighting 
would be required to remain static, with no blinking or movement. When used as signage, strip 
lighting would count toward allowable signage. In HBD and BCD districts, strip lighting placed 
in or around windows would be considered window signage and calculated accordingly, with one 
linear foot of strip lighting equaling one-half square foot of signage.  Additionally, Ms. Wines 
stated that the amendments would define gas pump signs, noting that logos displayed on gas 
pumps had not previously been included in allowable sign area calculations. The proposed 
amendment would limit gas pump signage to a maximum of two square feet. 
 
Chair King asked if there were any questions. Ms. Wines noted that two modifications had been 
made to the ordinance and were included in the agenda packet: (1) strip lighting would be 
allowed only between November 15 and January 15 for holiday decorations, while other holiday 
decorations would still be permitted at other times; and (2) strip lighting would not be considered 
a sign when used on residential structure types. 
 
Chair King open the public hearing at 6:41 p.m. 
 
Dr. Joe Foley, 302 Academy Street, requested clarification regarding the use of strip lighting for 
holidays such as Halloween.  
 
Ms. Wines responded that strip lighting would not be permitted for those holidays.  
 
Dr. Foley also asked about lighting on a Festivus pole.  
 
Ms. Wines clarified that if the pole were located at a residence, the lighting would be permitted. 
 
No additional public comments were offered. Chair King closed the public hearing at 6:42 p.m. 
and noted for the record that no written correspondence had been received, which Ms. Wines 
confirmed. 
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On motion made by Mr. Routt, seconded by Mr. Henrickson, and duly carried the Commission 
recommended to approve the amendment to Chapter 66 as presented with 2 modifications. 1)  
Section 66-11(H)(4) – Holiday and other temporary seasonal decorations (strip lighting allowed 
only from November 15 through January 15).  2)  Section 66-155(A) – the definition of strip 
lighting to read “Lights in a strip used to outline any portion of a structure other that a structure 
that is used lawfully as a residential use type defined in section 106-602.3.” 
 
Roll call vote: 
 

Mr. Routt - Aye 
Mr. Henrickson - Aye 
Mr. Beamer - Aye 
Mr. Garst – Absent  
Chair King - Aye 

 
Chair King stated that the amendment was approved and will go to City Council.  
 

C.  Amendment to the PC bylaws regarding Designated       
 Agents  
 

Hold a public hearing to consider the Amendment to the PC bylaws 
regarding Designated Agents.  Introduce the proposal to amend Article 2.D. 
Agents shall serve at the request of the Commission and shall be the City 
Manager and the Director of Community Development  his or her 
designee. 

 
Proper legal notice has been given and all adjoining property owners have been notified of said 
hearing. 
 
Chair King stated the 3rd item of the agenda is a potential amendment to the PC bylaws and the 
Commission has learned of some additional information.  She entertained a motion to continue to 
the January 14th meeting. 
 
On motion made by Mr. Henrickson, seconded by Mr. Routt, and duly carried, the Commission 
continued the amendment to the Planning Commission bylaws until the January 14, 2026, meeting. 
 
Roll call vote: 
 

Mr. Routt - Aye 
Mr. Henrickson - Aye 
Mr. Beamer - Aye 
Mr. Garst - Absent 
Chair King - Aye 

 
4. Adjournment 
 
Chair King asked if there was any additional business for the Planning Commission. There being 
no further business, Chair King adjourned the meeting at 6:44 p.m. 
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AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1000 ELECTRIC ROAD  

(TAX MAP #221-2-1) FROM RB RESIDENTIAL BUSINESS DISTRICT TO HBD HIGHWAY 

BUSINESS DISTRICT  

 

 WHEREAS, Khalili LLC, property owner, and Jay Patel or Assigns, contract purchaser, 

petitioned to rezone the property at 1000 Electric Road (Tax Map # 221-2-1) from RB Residential 

Business District to HBD Highway Business District; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the rezoning is in accordance with good zoning practice; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Salem Planning Commission recommended approval of the 

rezoning request; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA, that the 

property at 1000 Electric Road (Tax Map # 221-2-1) be and hereby is rezoned from RB Residential 

Business District to HBD Highway Business District: 

 

The map shall be changed in this respect and no other, said property being described as follows: 

 

Beginning at the southwest corner of Roanoke Boulevard (Virginia Secondary Route 742 and 

Highland Road;  

 

Thence, with the south side of Roanoke Boulevard N. 50 02’ W.  84.02 feet to a point on same, 

corner to right-of-way line of Virginia Secondary Route No. 419 (Electric Road); 

 

Thence, with the right-of-way line of Virginia Secondary Route No. 419 S. 43 ° 57' W. 249.65 feet 

(formerly erroneously shown as S. 48 59' W. 249.5 feet) to a point on said right-of-way line, 

corner of Lot 17; 

  

Thence, with the dividing line between Lots 17 and 18, S. 75 ° 57' E. 200 feet to a point on the 

west side of Highland Road; 

 

Thence along the west side of Highland Road N. 14° 03’ E. 179.71 feet to the place of 

BEGINNING. 

 

and being known and designated as Lot 18, Section 2, according to a plat made by C. B. Malcolm, 

Engineer, dated April 7, 1937, entitled  “Revised Map of that Portion of the Fairfield Map owned 

by C.C. Nelms.” 

  

 All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of this ordinance be 

and the same are hereby repealed. 

 

 This ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten (10) days after its final passage. 
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Upon a call for an aye and a nay vote, the same stood as follows: 
 

John Saunders -  

H. Hunter Holliday –  

     Byron Randolph Foley –  

Anne Marie Green – 

Renee F. Turk –  

    
Passed:   
Effective:   
 
 /s/____ _                         
Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
H. Robert Light  
Clerk of Council 
City of Salem, Virginia 
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 Item #: 6.A. 
 
 

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SALEM, 
VIRGINIA HELD AT CITY HALL 

 
 

MEETING DATE: January 26, 2026 
 

AGENDA ITEM: Resolution 1517 - Opposing Virginia General Assembly 
HB 804 
Consider adoption of Resolution 1517 opposing Virginia 
General Assembly House Bill 804 and related legislation. 

 
SUBMITTED BY: Chris Dorsey, City Manager 

 
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION: 
The 2026 Session of the General Assembly of Virginia is considering House Bill 804. 
 House Bill 804 would require most local governments tin Virginia to meet mandatory 
statewide housing growth targets beginning in 2028.  This bill would also require 
localities to submit housing growth plans to the state and allows the Board of Zoning 
Appeals and courts to override local land use decisions. 
    
Decisions about land use, zoning, and development are fundamental responsibilities 
of local government and should remain under the authority of locally elected officials 
who are accountable to their communities.    
 
House Bill 804 creates a statewide mandate that does not adequately consider the 
unique conditions of different communities, including the availability of land, 
infrastructure capacity, public services, environmental factors, school capacity, and 
fiscal impacts.  This bill could weaken local decision-making and increase 
administrative and legal burdens on local governments. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that Council adopt Resolution 1517 opposing Virginia General 
Assembly House Bill 804 and any related legislation. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1.   Item 6A 1-26-26 Resolution 1517 HB 804 

Page 27 of 31



 

Page 28 of 31



 

 

IN THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SALEM, VIRGINIA, January 26, 2026: 

    Resolution # 1517 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING HOUSE BILL 804 AND RELATED LEGISLATION 

WHEREAS, the 2026 Session is considering House Bill 804; and  

WHEREAS, House Bill 804 would require most local governments in Virginia to meet mandatory 

statewide housing growth targets beginning in 2028; and 

WHEREAS, the bill would require localities to submit housing growth plans to the state and allows 

Boards of Zoning Appeals and courts to override local land use decisions; and 

WHEREAS, decisions about land use, zoning, and development are fundamental responsibilities of local 

government and should remain under the authority of locally elected officials who are accountable to 

their communities; and 

WHEREAS, House Bill 804 creates a statewide mandate that does not adequately consider the unique 

conditions of different communities, including the availability of land, infrastructure capacity, public 

services, environmental factors, school capacity, and fiscal impacts; and 

WHEREAS, the bill could weaken local decision-making and increase administrative and legal burdens 

on local governments. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Salem does hereby oppose the 

passage of House Bill 804 and related legislation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Salem respectfully 

requests that the General Assembly reject House Bill 804 and related legislation, and work with local 

governments to develop housing policies that respect local authority, recognize regional differences, and 

support voluntary and collaborative approaches to increasing housing supply. 

Upon a call for an aye and a nay vote, the same stood as follows: 

John Saunders –  

H. Hunter Holliday –  

     Byron Randolph Foley –  

Anne Marie Green – 

                   Renée F. Turk –  

ATTEST: 

     

H. Robert Light 

Clerk of Council 
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 Item #: 6.B. 
 
 

AT A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SALEM, 
VIRGINIA HELD AT CITY HALL 

 
 

MEETING DATE: January 26, 2026 
 

AGENDA ITEM: Salem Band Boosters 
Consider request from the Salem Band Boosters for a 
donation ($715.05) equal to the amount of admissions tax 
paid in connection wit the annual Blue Ridge Regional High 
School Band Competition, held September 20, 2025, at the 
Salem Stadium. 

 
SUBMITTED BY: Chris Dorsey, City Manager 

 
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION: 
The Salem Band Boosters filed an Admissions Tax form with a tax payment of 
$715.05 with the Commissioner of Revenue Office. This amount was based upon the 
ticket sales for the annual Blue Ridge Regional High School Band Competition that 
was held in the Salem Stadium on September 20, 2025. Historically, Council has 
made a donation equal to the tax remittance to support the Band. 

 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
The fiscal impact would be $715.05. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend approval of the donation. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1.   Salem City Tax Letter 2025 Blue Ridge HS.docx (002) 
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Salem Band Boosters 
P. O. Box 535 
Salem, Virginia 24153 
 
 
December 17, 2025  
 
Salem City Council 
P. O. Box 869 
Salem, Virginia 24153 
 
Honorable Members of the Salem City Council: 

On behalf of the Salem Band Boosters, I would like to thank you for your continued 
support of the Salem High School Band program and for your longstanding commitment 
to the students of our community. 

We are writing to formally notify you that the Salem Band Boosters have filed an 
Admissions Tax form and submitted payment in the amount of $715.05, based on ticket 
sales from our annual Blue Ridge Regional High School Band Competition, held at 
Salem Stadium on Saturday, September 20, 2025. 

This event serves as a fundraiser and provides critical funding to support the many 
educational, musical, and performance opportunities available to students in the Salem 
High School Band program. The success of this event allows our students to continue 
representing the City of Salem with pride and excellence. 

In past years, Salem City Council has generously supported the Boosters and our band 
program by making a contribution equal to the amount of the Admissions Tax paid. This 
support has been instrumental in helping offset the ongoing operational expenses of our 
program, and we are deeply appreciative of this partnership. 

We respectfully request that consideration be given to making a similar contribution 
again this year, equal to the Admissions Tax amount paid, at your next City Council 
meeting. Should our presence be helpful or required, please advise us of the date, time, 
and location of the meeting, and we would be happy to present this request in person. 

Thank you for your time, consideration, and continued support. The Salem Band 
Boosters sincerely appreciate City Council’s dedication to our students and to preserving 
the excellence and tradition of the Salem High School Band program, proudly carried on 
in the finest “Salem Tradition.” 

With sincere gratitude 

 
Dawn Evans 
Blue Ridge Fall Music Games Coordinator 
Salem Band Boosters 
Cell:757-870-8000 
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